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Objectives characterizes the shift to biomedical treatments in

« Evaluate the role of cultural artifacts in charting the Figure 1: The parallel nature of the decline of moral treatment and its visual 1900s, and the holistic model of today.

: . : . g depictions in postcards throughout the 1800s-1900s. The relationship between
historical evolution of pSyChlatnC care. visual depiction and decline of moral treatment as an acceptable treatment modality
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Supporting pSyChiatriC hospital records and periodieals. Figure 2: Left: Indiana Hospital for the Insane, Indianapolis, IN (1852).
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However, the historical narrative of moral treatment,
from deinstitutionalization onward, warns of continuing
need for funding, social support and improving stigma
surrounding psychiatric treatment.®

In the second phase, periodicals, building plans, and
hospital reports were reviewed to identify historical Q \ » i
Conte>_(t, themes, ana ncongruencies with precedlng Figure 3: Left: New York Lunatic Asylum at Blackwell Island, East River, NY(1868)

materials. Right: Eastern Michigan Asylum for the Insane, Pontiac, Ml (1898).
Environments in postcards were natural and inviting (Fig 2), only later becoming barren
(Fig 3R). Artist depictions of interiors more closely reflected true conditions (Fig 3L).°’
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