
Matt  Dorgan,  Bui lding Br idges for  Br ianna

THE CONFERENCE CENTER AT THE OCLC
IN COLUMBUS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023

We are excited to bring you this year’s Ohio CIT
Conference at The Conference Center at OCLC in
Columbus! Along with our Ohio CIT Awards
presentation, this year’s agenda boasts two
keynote speakers and a variety of breakout
sessions for CIT coordinators, law enforcement,
corrections, and public safety telecommunicators. 

REGISTRATION IS $30 AND CLOSES

ON MARCH 31, 2023.

CLICK HERE  TO REGISTER.

KEYNOTE: BUILDING BRIDGES
FOR MENTAL HEALTH

Cory Dobbelaere

AFTERNOON PLENARY: 
LIVED EXPERIENCE: A JOURNEY
THROUGH THE CHALLENGES OF

MENTAL ILLNESS

Only $30 for this all day conference!
Click HERE register now. 

Collaborat ive & Comprehensive Mental
Health Programs within Pol ice
Departments
Understanding the Impact  of  Trauma on
Youth
Mit igat ing Cris is  Si tuat ions in
Correct ional  Sett ings
Interact ing with Individuals  Experiencing
Psychosis
Assisted Outpat ient  Treatment (AOT)
Coordinat ion of  CIT at  the Program Level
Self -care for  Publ ic  Safety
Telecommunicators  & Cal l  Takers
De-escalat ion Training for  Law
Enforcement

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

10:00am - 4:00pm
(check-in opens at 9:30am)

Scholarships are avai lable.  Emai l
emylynn@namiohio.org with requests .

OHIO CRISIS
INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
CONFERENCE
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Matt  Dorgan was born and raised in York,  Pennsylvania.  He graduated from York Suburban High School  in
1998 after  which he moved to Key West  to pursue an occupation in Marine Engineering.  While  in  Key West ,
he worked many di f ferent  jobs that  catered to the tourism industry ,  but  i t  was his  experience working in a
nightclub that  reignited his  chi ldhood dream of  becoming a pol ice off icer .  After  graduating f rom the pol ice
academy in Key West ,  Matt  was hired by the Key West  Pol ice Department where he worked on patrol  for
many years .  Matt  f inal ly  lef t  to  join the pr ivate sector  in  securi ty  and loss prevention which brought him
back to Pennsylvania.  While  in  the pr ivate sector ,  Matt  bui l t  partnerships with many law enforcement
agencies and was successful  in  lowering drug overdoses,  robberies,  attacks on retai l  workers  and members
of  the community .  He has always been dr iven to protect  others  and make changes for  the better .  I t  was
after  the loss of  his  daughter  Br ianna to suicide,  December 3,  2020,  that  Matt  decided that  things need to
change.  Matt  wanted to channel  his  gr ief  into something posit ive for  the community  so others  would not
have to suffer  the way Br ianna suffered and so other  parents  would not  have to suffer  the gr ief  of  having to
bury a  chi ld.  In  January 2021,  Matt  started putt ing together  an awareness and fundrais ing event  cal led
Bui lding Br idges for  Br ianna.  After  several  weeks Matt  decided we need to bui ld the br idge between
people that  need help and people that  can provide help.  That  was when Matt  real ized that  this  cannot  be
an event ,  i t  needs to be a  movement and expanded the organizat ion to reach as many people as he can.  He
wants people to know “I t ’s  ok to not  be ok,  we just  can’t  stay that  way" .  Matt  was a  featured speaker  at  the
2022 Cris is  Intervention Team Internat ional  Conference.

OHIO CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM (CIT)
 FEATURED CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

Matt  Dorgan,  Bui lding Br idges for  Br ianna

KEYNOTE: BUILDING BRIDGES FOR MENTAL HEALTH

Cory Dobbelaere

AFTERNOON PLENARY: LIVED EXPERIENCE: A JOURNEY
THROUGH THE CHALLENGES OF MENTAL ILLNESS

For the past  15 years ,  Cory has worked in advocacy in  a  var iety  of  ways.  He has worked with the Ohio
Attorney General ’s  Task Force on Mental  I l lness and the courts  serving on numerous committees.  Cory has
spoken on behalf  of  mental  i l lness advocacy throughout Ohio,  Washington D.C. ,  and in Seatt le ,
Washington.  He wrote and publ ished his  book,  Harr ison’s  Story,  in  2009,  based on his  l i fe  experiences.  The
book was sold in  14 countr ies  and detai ls  his  journey through the cr iminal  just ice and mental  health
systems.  He also col laborated with partners  in  Wil l iams County,  Ohio,  on a  program to connect  the schools
with local  community  resources and community  members.  The program was awarded a $2.5 mil l ion dol lar
SAMSHA grant .  The program has provided social  workers  and services for  youth and famil ies  in  Wil l iams
County,  as  wel l  as  provided professional  development for  educators .  After  taking a few years  of f  to  focus
on his  own sel f -care for  his  mental  and physical  wealth,  he feels  pr iv i leged to return to speaking.  His  story
includes pr ison,  mental  health hospital izat ions,  homelessness,  and a lot  of  gaps that  he,  and other
individuals  wi l l  mental  i l lness,  often fal l  through.  He is  a  strong supporter  of  NAMI and the work they and
other  advocacy organizat ions do for  our  communit ies .  

REGISTRATION IS $30 AND CLOSES ON MARCH 31, 2023.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.
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